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The boxplot is a very popular graphical tool to visualize the distribution of continuous
univariate data. First of all, it shows information about the location and the spread of the
data by means of the median and the interquartile range. The length of the whiskers on both
sides of the box and the position of the median within the box are helpful to detect possible
skewness in the data. Finally, observations that fall outside the whiskers are pinpointed as
outliers, hence the boxplot also includes information from the tails. However, when the data
are skewed, usually too many points are classified as outliers. This is because the outlier rule
is solely based on measures of location and scale, and the cutoff values are derived from the
normal distribution. We present a generalization of the boxplot that includes a robust measure
of skewness in the determination of the whiskers. We show with several simulation results that
this adjusted boxplot gives a more accurate representation of the data and of possible outliers.
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